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Colquitt County Accountability Court 
Team Contacts and Roles

Role Name / Contact Contact For

Judge TBD 
Presiding Judge

No direct contact outside of court.

Circuit Director Jennifer S. Fabbri, JD
(229) 561-0526

Program policies, administration,
and program-level concerns.

Program/ 
Case 
Manager

Heather S. King 
(229) 589-6267

Primary point of contact; general 
program questions; curfew 
questions; Reconnect App 
assistance; questions after Court.

Peer Specialist Various Day-to-day questions; wellness 
check calls; assistance 
connecting participants to the 
appropriate team member.

Treatment
Providers

Jenny McIver
Turning Point Hospital
(229) 456-2022

Mental health and treatment
questions; therapy appointments;
medication questions or side
effects.

Supervision / Day
Reporting Center

Detrich Clark
(229) 520-1529

Probation requirements; DRC
schedules and attendance; drug
testing or screening; reporting
instructions.

Prosecutor April Hancock 
Asst. District Attorney 
(229) 671-3250

Legal matters addressed during
court proceedings only.

Defense Counsel Clair Reeves
Asst. Public Defender 
(229) 616-7070

Legal rights, representation, and
case-related legal questions.

Law Enforcement Sgt. Jeff Faircloth
Colquitt County Sheriff’s Office 
(229) 616-7430

Law enforcement coordination as
directed by the Court.

Reconnect App – Help & Support

Scan the QR code above for Reconnect App help, FAQs, and troubleshooting.
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WELCOME LETTER 

Dear Participant, 
Welcome to the Colquitt County Accountability Court (CCAC) program, generally 

referred to as “Drug Court”.  This Handbook is designed to answer your questions and provide 
you with information about the program. It is your responsibility to read this handbook along 
any updates which might be published. If you have questions about any part of this Handbook, 
ask a staff member to explain it to you.  Treat this book like your new best friend. 

You must bring this Handbook with you to all Court proceedings and meetings with 
team members. 

Whether this is your first-time receiving treatment for substance abuse problems or 
your fiftieth, it does not matter, our mission and your job is the same… sobriety and a 
reduction in your criminal thinking.

The decision to join this program may be the most important decision you will ever 
make. When you graduate from CCAC you are going to be focused on your recovery and your 
goals.   

While in this program you will mostly likely make mistakes and have setbacks.  
However, we believe in 2nd, 3rd, 4th and even 5th chances, so long as you are trying to reach 
your goals.   

Honesty with the Judge, and the team is required.  If you mess up, admit it.  If you are 
going to test positive, admit it.  If you miss a curfew, admit it.  Remember the old adage, “it’s 
easier to ask for permission than forgiveness.” 

This Court is led by a Superior Court Judge, a Drug Court Program Director, Court Case 
Manager, a Treatment Team, the District Attorney’s Office, the Public Defender, Law 
Enforcement and the Department of Community Supervision. This team of trained 
professionals will monitor your recovery process and respond accordingly to help you achieve 
success.   

This Drug Court program includes: 
➢ 20 to 24 months of alcohol and other drug treatment

➢ Frequent and random drug screening

➢ Twice monthly court appearances, unless excused

➢ Random field supervision and curfew checks

➢ Verifiable participation in 12-Step meetings

If you honestly desire to live a life free from chemical addiction, we will work with you to 
achieve that goal.  Welcome aboard – we are happy you are here! 

Sincerely, 
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

This Treatment Court Program lasts an average of 20-24 months, spread out over five phases 
and has been developed to help you achieve total abstinence from drug dependency. While 
the CCAC program is structured as a five-phase model lasting approximately 20–24 
months, participants must complete a minimum of eighteen (18) months of 
supervision and treatment to be eligible for graduation, consistent with CACJ 
requirements.

The program is designed to promote self-sufficiency and to return you to the community as a 
productive and responsible member. 

The entire team is here to guide and assist you, but the final responsibility is yours. 

You must be motivated to make this change and commit to a drug-free life. 

THE PROGRAM AND ITS PHASES 

The Accountability Court Program consists of four progressive phases + aftercare. The 
requirements of each phase must be completed in full before the team can promote you to the 
next phase.  

The first 4 Phases of the program are designed to last anywhere from 20 months (without 
sanction) to 24 months, at which time you transition into Phase 5 'Aftercare.' (see Phase Chart 
at the end of this handbook) 

The Team regularly assesses your overall situation, which includes the suitability of your living 
arrangement, employment skills, and need for other community services.  

Each phase is guided by your individualized service plan, which may include individual, group, 
and family counseling; community self-help meetings; random drug screens; community 
service; and pro-social activities.  

To make it through each phase your drug screen results, treatment summaries, and probation 
reports must show a stable recovery, as well as progress in resolving your personal and family 
issues. 

A variety of sanctions will be used by the court to address any noncompliance. Incentives are 
offered to you when you demonstrate cooperation and motivation. 

At any time, you may be returned to a previous PHASE for failure to comply with program 
policies. 
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SUPERVISION WHILE IN DRUG COURT 

COURT APPEARANCES - As a drug court participant, you will be required to appear in Court on 

a regular basis (at least twice a month in Phases 1-4; no less than once per month during Phase 

5 – Aftercare) and you will be subject to field supervision.   

Before each court session, the Judge will receive a progress report prepared by the team 

regarding your drug test results, treatment attendance, and participation in the program. The 

Judge may ask you questions about your progress and discuss any specific problems you have 

been experiencing. 

Failure to appear in Court on the date and time you are scheduled could result in a warrant 

being issued for your arrest. If you cannot appear in Drug Court as scheduled, you must notify 

the Drug Court Director or Court Case Manager as soon as possible to explain why you cannot 

appear. If you have any questions regarding your court appearances, you may contact the Court 

Case Manager between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

Telephone Number: 229-616-7445. 

FIELD SUPERVISION – this program has been made a special condition of your felony probation. 

This means that while you are participating in this program you are still on active supervision 

with the Department of Community Supervision and will be subject to any/all conditions 

contained in your sentence.  This will include but is not limited to unannounced home and 

workplace visits, curfew checks, drug screening and payment of fine/fees and restitution if 

Ordered.   

Frequency and level of field supervision will depend on your level of risk as assigned by the 

Department of Community Supervision.  

While a participant in Drug Court you are responsible for repayment of any/all restitution to the 

victim.  You must also complete a set number of community service work hours (if applicable).  

Repayment of restitution and fulfillment of community service work hours are tracked and 

monitored by the team. 
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DRUG SCREENS

FREQUENCY OF TESTING - You will be screened at least two times a week while in Phases 1-3.  
When you transition to Phases 4 & 5 you will be screened a minimum of once a week (possibly 
more if the team suspects you are still struggling with your sobriety).  Screens are randomized 
by the RECONNECT app and testing officers.  You may be tested any time and day of the week 
even on holidays and weekends. 

TYPES OF TESTING – This Court utilizes a number of testing devices, some of which are as 
follows: urine, blood, breath, sweat, hair, and saliva. 

URINE SCREENS - All urine screens are observed by trained, same sex individuals.  Results for 
urine screens are provided on-site, immediately after the sample is obtained.  

• If you dispute the results of your test, you have a right to have the test confirmed.

• Notify the testing officer immediately, that you would like a confirmation and the officer
will seal your sample and hold it until it is ready to send to the off-site lab.

• Once you notify the testing officer that you want a confirmation you then have 24 hours
to provide a $75.00 money order to the Program Director, to cover the costs of having
the test confirmed.

• Upon receipt of the money order, you will then meet with the testing officer and
complete all applicable chain of custody forms so that your sample can be submitted to
the lab for further testing.

• If the positive test is confirmed, the Court will be notified immediately, and a sanction
may be handed down at that time.

• If the test is confirmed as negative (false positive), you will receive a refund of the
$75.00 testing fee.

SWEAT PATCHES – on occasions where urine screening is not available (holidays, vacations, 
etc…) you may be required to wear a sweat patch.  This patch will be applied by trained team 
members and will enable you to travel or otherwise miss a urine screen is the absence is 
unavoidable.  Typical wear time for a sweat patch is 7-14 days. At the end of your wear period, 
you will report to the testing officer to have your patch removed and all remaining chain of 
custody forms completed. The patch is then sent to an off-site lab where it is tested and the 
results typically arrive vie email (to the Program Director) with 7-10 days of the removal date. 

• If you dispute the results of your sweat patch testing you can request a confirmation of
the test (this cost is non-refundable).

• Notify the Court of your desire for a retest and the Court will notify the lab

• The cost of re-testing a patch is $135 per panel (methamphetamine positive will cost
$270 as it is automatically retested for both methamphetamine and amphetamine)
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CHECK-INS FOR TESTING -  CCAC uses the services of RECONNECT*, an app-based tool that 
allows for constant communication between participants and the CCAC team. Features such as 
in-app video calls, participant benchmarks, curfew tools, self-report forms, and daily check-in 
services are all available to you through this app. You are required to download the Reconnect 
app to your phone. You must also routinely update the app.  

• LOGIN INFORMATION - The Court Case Manager will go over the app and provide you
with all your log-in information when come in for your intake appointment (after entering the
program).  You are responsible for keeping up with your login information.

• DAILY CHECK-INS – each morning between the hours of 5:00am – 10:00am you must
use your app and check-in to see if you have a drug screen scheduled. If so, you will be provided
details through the app on where and when to report for screens.  Failure to check-in daily or
checking in late may result in a sanction from the Court.

• CURFEW CHECK-INS – depending on your current phase you will receive a varied
number of ‘curfew check-in request’ notifications through your app.  Please be sure to respond
to those requests when they come through.  The app will notify you when you need to begin
your check-in and you will have a limited amount of time to complete the check-in.  If you do
not complete the check-in as directed, you may be sanctioned by the Court.

• MESSAGING – you will have the ability to message both the Program Director and the
Court Case Manager through the app. This will allow you to reach out and ask any questions
you might have about the program.

• COVID QUESTIONNAIRE – you may periodically receive a ‘questionnaire’ through the
app.  This is a short form you can complete and submit to the Court, detailing any issues (or
possible exposures) you might have had with COVID.  Please respond in a timely fashion to
these questionnaires as this allows the Court to determine whether you should appear in-
person or virtually (on Court days).

*Reconnect’s messaging and video chat both meet HIPAA regulations and Reconnect staff complete HIPAA compliance courses regularly.

MISSED SCREENS - If you miss a scheduled screen, without a valid, verifiable excuse (i.e. sick - 
doctor’s note) that screen may be treated as a positive and addressed through the Court’s 
graduated response process, taking into account individual circumstances, treatment needs, 
and supervision requirements. You will then be required to provide a make-up screen as soon
as possible.  

ADMISSIONS - You will be given an opportunity to admit to drug or alcohol use prior to 
submitting a specimen.  If you admit before the sample is given your sanction will be less harsh 
than if you deny and later admit.  The goal of the program is to help you achieve total 
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abstinence from illicit and illegal drugs; however, a positive, dilute or adulterated drug test 
alone does not mean you will be kicked out of the program.  A positive screen may; however, 
result in jail time, more frequent drug testing, increased counseling, increased meeting 
attendance, further residential treatment in the community or any other sanction or treatment 
response deemed necessary 

NO SAMPLE - If you cannot produce a sample in the amount of time provided, the testing 
officer will require you to remain at the testing location, for a sufficient amount of time, so that 
a viable sample can be obtained.  If you are unable to provide a sample in the time given, that 
will result in a technical positive.  

SUBSTITUING or DILUTING a SAMPLE - If you try to substitute a sample, you may be looking at 
a lengthy jail sanction. 

HOW TO AVOID GIVING A DILUTE OR ADULTERATED SCREEN 

➢ Do not drink excessive amounts of fluid within two hours of providing a sample.

➢ Generally, you should not drink more than 32 ounces of fluid within two hours of
providing a sample.

▪ McDonald’s large drinks contain 32 ounces of fluid
▪ Starbuck’s Iced Venti contains 24 ounces of fluid

➢ Ingestion of excessive amounts of fluid can result in a diluted urine sample.

➢ Do not consume any performance enhancing supplements, supplements containing
Creatine, diet powders, Monster drinks (or like brands of energy drinks), Kombucha,
sports enhancing materials or herbal/homeopathic preparations.

➢ Do not consume any substances not deemed for human consumption.

➢ Do not attempt to alter or substitute your urine specimen. Any attempt to alter
specimens for the collection and testing process will be reported to the court and may
result in a jail sanction.
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DRUG COURT PROGRAM RULES 

As a Drug Court participant, you will be required to abide by the following rules and comply 

with all Treatment Court requirements while enrolled in this program: 

DO NOT INCUR NEW OR ADDITIONAL CHARGES AFTER ENROLLMENT - New/additional charges 

acquired after enrollment in the program are monitored by the District Attorney’s Office and 

Law Enforcement Team member. New/additional charges and/or arrests could result in your 

termination from the Drug Court Program.  

ATTEND ALL TREATMENT SESSIONS - This includes individual and group counseling, educational 

sessions, community-based support groups (12-step meetings), relapse prevention, anger 

management counseling, trauma focused counseling, medically managed detoxification (if 

applicable), and crisis intervention. If you are unable to attend a scheduled session you must 

personally contact your treatment counselor immediately. The treatment counselor will then 

determine if you will be excused. 

BE ON TIME - If you are late, you may not be allowed to attend treatment sessions and will be 

considered non-compliant. You must personally contact your treatment counselor 

Immediately if you are going to be late. 

DO NOT MAKE THREATS TOWARDS OTHER PARTICIPANTS OR STAFF OR BEHAVE IN A 

VIOLENT MANNER - Violent or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and will be 

reported to the Court. This may result in termination from the Drug Court Program. 

DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR COURT AND TREATMENT SESSIONS - Each participant must dress 

appropriately for Court and treatment sessions. No shorts, tank tops, or flip flops are allowed in 

the courtroom. Clothing with drug or alcohol related themes or the promotion of alcohol or 

drug use is not appropriate. Sunglasses are not to be worn inside unless medically necessary. 
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TREATMENT 

Following your acceptance into Drug Court, you will be provided with clear instructions on 

when and where to report for treatment.    

Failure to report as instructed may result in the following sanctions: 
• First missed individual session (without excuse) - $10.00 fee

• Second missed individual session (without excuse) - $25.00 fee

• Third missed individual session (without excuse) – jail sanction

Fees may be reduced, modified, or waived based on ability to pay and individual circumstances.

As part of your treatment, you will experience multi-component inpatient and outpatient 

services which include: 

TREATMENT PLANS - An “initial” treatment plan will be developed by you and your counselor 

following an overall assessment of your issues and needs. The plan will act as a guide for your 

first 45 days of treatment, during which a more permanent “master” treatment plan will be 

developed. This plan will help you set goals for addressing factors that reduce recidivism and 

promote recovery.  You and your counselor will also select methods for meeting your goals and 

developing target dates for achieving those goals. The plan will aide in referring you to 

community services that may be needed, and give you structure and support for using these 

community services.  The plan will be kept in your treatment file for regular review and 

necessary updates as you progress through the program. Any revisions to the plan will be 

made and signed by you and your counselor.  This plan will help facilitate communication 

between you, the Court and your Counselor. 

INTENSIVE IN-PATIENT TREATMENT- After acceptance into the program, based on your ASAM 

level of need, you may be admitted to Turning Point Hospital for 10-14 days of intensive in-

patient treatment and counseling that may (if needed) include medical detoxification, or you 

may be transitioned into a 30-day residential treatment facility such as The Phoenix.   

While at Turning Point hospital, you are not allowed to have any visitors or access to a cell 

phone.  When you discharge from Turning Point, you must leave with a previously verified 

friend and/or family member, who has provided proof of identity and/or a valid driver’s license, 

to Turning Point staff, as directed.   

11



_____ 

   ______ 

Failure to adhere to any of these polices, while at Turning Point will be a sanction-able 

offense and may result in your being removed from Turning Point’s campus and taken back 

into the custody of the Colquitt County Sheriff’s Office.  

DRUG TESTS AT A TREATMENT FACILITY - You will be tested throughout the entire treatment 

process. These may consist of your urine, blood, saliva, or hair.  During the first few weeks, 

you will be tested randomly. As you progress through the program, testing may be done on a 

less frequent basis. The Judge will have access to all drug test results including any failures to 

test and may order a drug test at any time. A dilute or adulterated test will be considered a 

positive/failed urinalysis.  

COUNSELING -Substance abuse counseling is comprised of three separate formats: individual, 

group and educational sessions. As part of your treatment plan, you will be required to 

participate in all three types of counseling. Together they are designed to develop self-

awareness, realize self-worth, and practice self-discipline. Your attendance at counseling 

sessions will be reported to the Judge as part of your progress report.  

During substance abuse treatment, your counselor may determine the need for additional 

counseling. This may focus on areas of family, marital, mental health or trauma related 

counseling. If necessary, a referral will be made to a qualified provider and the additional 

counseling will become a part of your program. Your progress or lack of progress will be 

reported to the Judge. 

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES - As part of your program, you may be required to attend additional 

classes, such as domestic violence, budgeting/finance, and parenting classes as identified by 

the drug court staff. 

CURRICULUMS - As part of your treatment you will also be enrolled in a Criminal Thinking 

Curriculum group.  The current model used by our Court is MRT (Moral Reconation Therapy).  

Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) is a systematic treatment strategy that seeks to decrease 

recidivism among adult criminal offenders by increasing moral reasoning. MRT takes the form 

of group and individual counseling using structured group exercises and prescribed homework 

assignments. The MRT workbook is structured around 16 objectively defined steps (units) 

focusing on seven basic treatment issues: confrontation of beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors; 

assessment of current relationships; reinforcement of positive behavior and habits; positive 
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identity formation; enhancement of self-concept; decrease in hedonism and development of 

frustration tolerance; and development of higher stages of moral reasoning. Participants meet 

in groups and can complete all steps of the MRT program in a minimum of 3 to 6 months. 

TWELVE STEP MEETINGS* - Attendance will be required at community-based support group

meetings.  Frequent attendance is particularly important at the beginning of your recovery 

process to help familiarize you with the 12-step philosophy and help you develop a level of trust 

to learn and create social bonds with other recovering addicts.  

*Alternative recovery support options may be approved when clinically appropriate.

Weekly meeting minimums are dictated by which Phase you are currently in.  (For more 

information, please consult your Phase Chart - located at the end of your Participant 

Handbook). Each week you will have to turn in a meeting sheet that shows how many groups 

you attended and where you attended those meetings.  The Court Case Manager will provide 

detailed instructions on how to accomplish this task. 

Your counselor and/or the Court Case Manager will also provide you with information regarding 

the time and location of community meetings and will also direct you to special interest and 

recovery events in the community. 

PEER SUPPORT SERVICES - The Court provides peer support services as an ancillary, non-clinical 
service delivered in accordance with applicable state standards for peer support. Peer 
specialists do not provide clinical assessment, diagnosis, counseling, case management, or 
treatment services and do not make clinical or supervisory decisions; instead, they offer 
recovery-oriented mentoring, support, and resource linkage within their defined scope of 
practice. Peer specialists assist with employment readiness and referrals, educational and 
vocational support, transportation coordination, housing referrals, connections to medical 
and dental resources, linkage to public benefits, and engagement in mentoring and alumni 
activities. Peer services are designed to complement formal treatment, enhance participant 
engagement, and support stabilization and successful program participation.
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WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU HAVE TO GO TO THE DOCTOR 
OR HOSPITAL/URGENT CARE 

Present your medical card (given to you by the Court Case Manager at your initial intake 

appointment after entering drug court) to either the nurse or treating physician at the 

emergency room or urgent care facility and make sure they sign the card and return it to you. 

It informs the nurse or treating physician of your Court participation. 

If you miss a Treatment Court obligation (drug test, group, court, etc.), you must provide the 

COURT your medical records (discharge paperwork, prescriptions for medication, and any other 

records associated with the medical treatment) within 3 business days of the unplanned 

medical treatment. This responsibility rests solely with you.  

• You must fill out a medical release form at the emergency room and deliver the medical

records to the Court Case Manager.

• You must turn in the medical card with your medical records.  It should be signed by

the nurse or treating physician at the time treatment was provided to you.  Failure to do

so will make any subsequent RX invalid, and any positive drug screen, normally

attributed to such RX will not be excused.

If the emergency room or urgent care facility recommends a follow-up visit with a specialist 

and/or primary care physician, you must set up the appointment and provide the Court with 

the treatment plan the doctor recommends. You must provide this treatment pan and medical 

records (from the specialist or doctor) within 3 business days of the appointment or visit.  

If you decline to participate in the follow up care and/or appointment as recommended by the 

emergency room nurse or physician, any additional visits to the emergency room for the same 

untreated medical issue may result in unexcused absences or positive drug tests due to the use 

of unapproved medication.  

If you do not comply with recommended medical treatment while on medical leave, and that 

prevents you from returning to Treatment Court, then you may be terminated from the 

program(s).    ***These instructions are not intended to discourage any participant from seeking legitimate emergency

medical care.  It is a procedure to ensure the Court is kept apprised of all pertinent medical information regarding a participant, 

to avoid an abundance of unexcused medical absences, and to prevent the unauthorized use of prescription or over the counter 

medications.***    
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MEDICAL LEAVE POLICY 

A participant may be placed on medical leave if he/she provides medical documentation 

showing proof that he/she is temporarily unable to fully participate in the program due to 

medical reasons. 

During medical or maternity leave a participant’s progress in the program stops. Participants 

cannot ‘phase up’ while on medical or maternity leave.  A participant will have to submit 

appropriate medical documentation and sign releases of information waivers with the Court 

team members and his/her doctor’s office(s) before medical leave is granted.   

Medical and/or maternity leave is approved at the discretion of the team.  While on medical 

and/or maternity leave, participants must still appear at Court proceedings, provide urine 

screens as directed, adhere to curfew guidelines, and attend treatment groups and individual 

treatment sessions as instructed by the team. 

Before being eligible to return to active participation in the program, a participant must provide 

a negative drug screen and provide documentation he/she was released from a Doctor’s care 

before he/she is eligible to return to treatment.  Any unused portions of valid prescriptions 

must also be turned over the team so they may be appropriately disposed of.  

Medical and/or maternity leave should not exceed 60 days.  The Court team will review medical 

leave status every two weeks (during staffing sessions, prior to Court).  If the medical condition 

has not improved after 60 days, the team may grant an extension, if needed. 

Maternity leave may be granted for two weeks following birth of child.  During these two 

weeks, the participant must still adhere to curfew as directed, and report for random drug 

screening.  Attendance at treatment sessions, and Court sessions will be as directed.  
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MEDICATIONS/ENERGY DRINKS/VAPORS/SYNTHETICS/ 
NATURAL SUPPLEMENTS 

Prescription Medications
Participants must notify the Team of all prescription medications and provide current prescription 
documentation to the Court Case Manager within 24-hours of receipt.

Prescription medications may be an important part of treatment and recovery for many participants. 
Participants are expected to take medications as prescribed, unless otherwise directed by their 
medical provider.

Participants who experience side effects, concerns, or difficulty taking prescribed medications must 
communicate with their prescribing provider and the Accountability Court Team. Medication concerns 
should be addressed through medical consultation, treatment adjustment, or additional support 
whenever possible.

If a participant believes their medical concerns are not being adequately addressed, they should 
notify the Court Case Manager or Treatment Provider so the issue can be reviewed collaboratively.

Failure to take prescribed medications may result in graduated court responses when non-compliance 
is determined to be willful and not the result of medical, clinical, or mental health concerns. Clinical 
interventions and treatment adjustments are not sanctions.

Over-the-Counter Medications

Participants may use over-the-counter (OTC) medications when taken as directed. Because some OTC 
medications may contain ingredients that affect drug testing results or interact with prescribed 
medications, participants are required to disclose all OTC medication use to their case manager, 
supervision officer, or treatment provider.

Participants should:

Take OTC medications only as directed

Notify staff before or as soon as possible when taking any OTC medication 

Provide the medication container or receipt if requested
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Other medications may be appropriate to take, but you MUST check with the Acct. Court 
Team PRIOR to taking them. 

Please note many common products including hairspray, perfume, and mouthwash may 

contain ALCOHOL.  If at any time an alcohol test is performed on your sample and is returned 

with a positive result, this will be considered a sanctionable offense.   

ENERGY DRINKS

You may not consume any ‘energy drinks’ without first getting permission from a team 

member.  If energy drinks are found in your home or in your possession (without 

permission) while enrolled in the program you may be sanctioned by the Court.  

15

OTC medication use, by itself, does not automatically result in sanctions. 

The Court will consider disclosure, medical need, treatment guidance, and program 
requirements when addressing OTC use. 

Additional monitoring or documentation may be required in substance use disorder court 
programs or for participants with a co-occurring substance use disorder.

Participants are encouraged to consult with their treatment provider or pharmacist if they 
have questions about OTC medications.
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VAPORS/VAPING 

You are not allowed to consume, smoke, or otherwise ingest vapor liquids while enrolled in 

the Court program.  Some vapor liquids may contain substances that will cause a false positive 

and/or positive screen.  As such, the use of vapor liquids and/or vaping is NOT allowed. 

KRATOM/CBD OIL/SPICE

Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES are you allowed to ingest KRATOM, CBD OIL, Delta 8 (or any 

version of Delta), or SPICE/K2 in any form.  You may not use lotions or other topicals 

containing any of the substances listed above.   

NATURAL/HERBAL SUPPLEMENTS

You may not consume ANY natural or herbal supplements without first getting permission from 

a team member.   
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SANCTIONS 

If you fail to comply with the Drug Court Program, the Judge may impose sanctions at his 
discretion, including but not limited to the following: (see also pg 18)

• Verbal admonishment

• Letters of apology, essay assignments

• Journaling

• Increased monitoring by field supervision teams

• Increased community restrictions (curfews)

• Phase demotion

• Community service

• Bench Duty

• Day reporting

• Home detention

• Termination

• Jail

INCENTIVES 
If you comply with the Drug Court Program, the Judge may, at his discretion, reward you 
with any of the following:  

• Verbal praise
• Tangible rewards (gift cards, books, candy)
• Recognition in court
• Reduced supervision requirements
• Enhanced responsibility in the program (appointing you as a mentor)
• Travel privileges
• Commencement ceremony at graduation

19

Jail sanctions are used sparingly and only when necessary to address court authority, public safety, or persistent 
willful non-compliance, and are not imposed solely in response to relapse or substance use



How the Court Responds to Positive Drug Screens and Rule Violations

The Accountability Court uses a step-by-step approach when a participant has a positive drug screen or 
does not follow program rules and imposes a series of graduated sanctions (IE the sanctions become 
more harsh as the behavior continues).

The purpose of this approach is to help participants get back on track and continue moving forward in 
the program. Responses are applied quickly, fairly, and in a way that matches the behavior. 

A positive drug screen by itself will not result in termination. Participants are given multiple 
opportunities to re-engage in treatment and supervision unless there are additional rule violations or 
safety concerns.

When a participant has a first or low-level positive drug screen, the court may respond with 
 a conversation or warning from the judge,
 a written assignment,
 increased check-ins or drug testing,
 a temporary pause on incentives or privileges,
 or changes to treatment or recovery supports

If positive drug screens continue, the court may 

 increase drug testing,

 assign community service,

 set earlier curfews,

 delay phase movement

 order a short jail stay,

 or require placement in sober living or a residential support setting.

When positive drug screens continue over time or the behavior becomes more serious, the court may 
respond with closer supervision, electronic monitoring, short-term residential stabilization, or longer jail 
sanctions.

In some situations, the court may request a clinical review or adjust treatment services. These actions are 
meant to address treatment needs and are not considered punishments or sanctions.

Termination from the Accountability Court is a last resort. It is considered only after progressive sanctions 
have been used and documented and when continued positive drug screens or serious rule violations 
show that a participant is unwilling or unable to safely follow program expectations. Serious behavior such 
as absconding, new criminal conduct, or actions that threaten public safety may result in faster court 
action.  
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_____ 

   ______ 

GRADUATION 

Once you have successfully completed the criteria for each Phase (as described in your Phase 

Chart), you will advance to the next level and eventually “graduate” from the program.  

Advancement through each phase and graduation from the program shall be determined by the 

team and Judge. At graduation, your family will be invited to join you in Court as the Judge 

congratulates you on successfully completing the program and achieving your goal of 

establishing a drug-free life. 

Recovery from substance addiction means developing self-sufficiency and becoming a 

productive and responsible member of the community. Prior to graduation, you will meet with 

the Court Case Manager and complete a graduation application.  If this application is approved 

by the team, you will be given your official graduation date.   

Before you receive your graduation certificate you will complete an exit interview with the 

Court Case Manager.  During this interview you will be able to provide feedback to the team 

about what you liked and disliked about the program.  Your voice is important to us and this is a 

way for you to help us continue to improve.   

As a graduate of the program, you will also become an honorary member of the CCAC Alumni 

Association and be able to attend specialized meetings chaired by former graduates and 

Alumni, further cementing your connections to a life in recovery. 
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_____ 

     ______ 

TERMINATION FROM THE PROGRAM 

Termination from the Accountability Court is a last resort. It is considered only after progressive 

sanctions have been used and documented and when continued positive drug screens or serious 

rule violations show that a participant is unwilling or unable to safely follow program expectations. 

Serious behavior such as absconding, new criminal conduct, or actions that threaten public safety 

may result in faster court action.  

Decisions on whether or not to terminate a participant from the program will be made on a case 

by case basis, by the Judge, after considering the input received from all team members. 

Each participant up for termination will be afforded the opportunity to have a hearing in open 

court and time to speak with legal counsel prior to said hearing. 

However, certain actions may warrant expedited termination consideration, subject to judicial 

review and due-process protections and they are as follows:

• Assaulting a team/staff member

• Arrest for a new, violent offense

• Inadequate progression through the phases - as reported by team/staff
members after the use of progressive sanctions and documented treatment
adjustments
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_____ 

   ______ 

         CONFIDENTIALITY 

State licensing requires that your identity and privacy be protected. 

In response to these regulations, policies and procedures have been developed to guard your 

confidentiality.  

You will be asked to sign a statement releasing information to the Drug Court Judge. An 

identification number will be assigned to you to be used in all research and evaluation activities 

to safeguard your identity.  

When you graduate or if you should be terminated from the drug court program, information 

regarding your treatment will be sealed. 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

We hope this Handbook has been helpful to you and answers most of your questions. If 
you have any additional questions or concerns about the program, please feel free to 
contact your defense counsel, treatment counselor or any member of the drug 

  court staff. 
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60 days
(MIN 2mos)

weekly office visits TP bi-monthly office visits  TP

address any housing 
issues maintain housing maintain housing maintain housing

monthly home visits Case 
Mgr/Probation

monthly home visits Case 
Mgr/Probation

monthly home visits Case 
Mgr/Probation

monthly home visits Case 
Mgr/Probation

at least 2 random drug 
screens per week

at least 2 random screens 
per week

at least 2 random screens 
per week

at least 1 random screen 
per week

weekly office visits TP weekly office visits TP

PHASE I PHASE II PHASE III PHASE IV

comply with supervision

develop a case plan 
(comply with treatment)

attend bi-weekly court 
sessions

attend bi-weekly court 
sessions

attend court at least once a 
month

attend bi-weekly court 
sessions

review case plan - work on 
relapse prevention plan 
(comply with treatment)

review case plan - (comply 
with treatment)

comply with supervision comply with supervision

review case plan    
(comply with treatment)

COLQUITT COUNTY ACCOUNTABILITY COURT 
PHASE CHART

To successfully complete the COLQUITT COUNTY ACCOUNTABILITY COURT Program, you will have to move through 4 phases of treatment plus 
Phase 5 Aftercare as outlined below.  In order to advance to the next phase, you must complete and/or comply with all of the items listed in each 

phase.  

change people, places, 
things

change people, places, 
things

change people, places, 
things

change people, places, 
things

obtain medical 
assessment

address any medical 
issues address any medical issues address any medical issues

180 days
(MIN 6mos)

180 days
(MIN 6mos)

180 days
(MIN 6mos)

comply with supervision

Standard 4.1

address financial issues - 
budget assessment

establish sober network, 
prosocial activities

maintain sober network, 
maintain pro-social activities 

Curfew - 6:00pm Curfew - 7:00pm Curfew - 9:00pm Curfew - 10:00pm

TO ADVANCE: regular 
Court attendance, 

compliance with treatment 
and probation, office visits, 
be honest, min of 14 days

clean time*

TO ADVANCE: 
compliance with 

treatment, compliance 
with probation, regular 

attendance in Court, min 
30 consecutive days 

clean time*

TO ADVANCE: compliance 
with treatment, compliance 
with probation, begin pro-
social activity, begin sober 
support network, min 45

consecutive days clean 
time*

TO ADVANCE: compliance 
with treatment, compliance 
with supervision, maintain 

sober support network, 
maintain pro-social 

activities, begin(maintain) 
other areas (employment, 

etc…) min 90 consecutive

days clean*

revised 12/2025

TO FINISH: compliance with 
treatment, compliance with 
supervision, maintain sober 
support network, maintain 

pro-social activities, maintain 
other areas (employment, 

etc…).

maintain sober network

PHASE V

AFTERCARE
(MIN 3mos)

attend court as directed

screens conducted as 
necessary

maintain housing

address any medical issues

change people, places, 
things

comply with supervision

twice monthly check-ins with 
treatment (individual therapy)

at least 2 home visits during 
this phase

weekly check in with case 
manager

Curfew - 10:00pm

*Clean time expectations are part of advancement criteria; however, relapse or a positive screen will be addressed through
graduated responses and treatment adjustments and does not automatically result in phase demotion or termination.
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CCAC PARTICPANT HANDBOOK

CERTIFICATION INDEX 
CACJ Std. Certification Requirement Handbook Pg

1.1 Mission, goals, and program description. 4 to 5

1.2 Program structure and phases. 5; 22 to 24

1.3 Written policies provided to participants. 4 to 24

2.1 Multidisciplinary team participation. 3

2.8 Participant rights, notice, and due process. 6; 10; 19 to 22

3.1 Eligibility criteria. 4 to 5

3.5 Targeting moderate to high risk and need participants. 5; 11 to 12

3.11 Non discrimination and confidentiality protections. 23

4.1 Minimum eighteen month program length. 5; 22 to 24

4.5 Core treatment services. 11 to 13

4.6 Additional treatment services. 11 to 12

4.7 Ancillary services including peer support. 13

4.8 Individualized treatment planning. 5; 11

4.9 Qualified and licensed treatment providers. 3; 11 to 12

5.1 Random drug testing. 7 to 8

5.3 Randomization procedures. 7 to 8

5.5 Observed same sex testing. 7

5.6 Confirmation and contesting of test results. 7 to 8

6.1 Written system of sanctions. 19 to 20

6.2 Written system of incentives. 19

6.7 Graduated responses prior to termination. 8 to 9; 19 to 22

6.8 Jail used sparingly and not automatically. 9; 19 to 20

7.4 Regular judicial interaction. 4; 6

7.7 Court appearance frequency by phase. 6; 22 to 24

8.1 Graduation criteria. 21

8.2 Exit interview and participant feedback. 21

Standards related to staff training, governance, and community partnerships are addressed in the Colquitt County 
Accountability Court Policy & Procedures Manual, submitted concurrently with this handbook.

This index is provided solely for CACJ certification review and is not part of the participant handbook.
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